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SUBJECT:  DEMARCHE:  URGING  THE  EU  TO  DELAY  APPROVAL  OF  THE 
EU-SYRIA  ASSOCIATION  AGREEMENT 

REF:  SECSTATE  1985 

Classified  By:  Political  Counselor  Marc  Koehler  for  reasons  1.4(b)  and 
(d)  . 

(C)  On  January  9,  2009,  Emboffs  met  with  Robert  Rydberg, 

Deputy  Director-General  and  Head  of  the  Department  of  Middle 
East  and  North  Africa  at  the  Swedish  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  (MFA),  to  urge  the  EU  delay  approval  of  the  EU-Syria 
Association  Agreement  (reftel).  Rydberg  said  that  he  did  not 
think  this  issue  was  on  the  January  GAERC  agenda  but  that 
Sweden's  position  would  ultimately  be  based  upon  a review  of 
the  overall  Syrian  dossier  to  be  conducted  in  the  months 
ahead . 
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